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	Maria Geoppert Mayer's father was a pediatrician and professor at Gottingen University. Early in her childhood he introduced her to science, a study she continued in the exciting climate of atomic theory research at Gottingen. She received her doctorate in physics in 1930. After her marriage to Joseph E. Mayer, a fellow student, she moved to the United States, where the only position she could obtain was as a volunteer associate in her husband's lab. With the outbreak of World War II their home became a waystation for refugees, Maria was offered a job at Sarah Lawrence College and was drafted into secret work on the Manhattan Project where she conducted isotope research. After the war Maria worked at Argonne National Laboratory, developing the mathematical evidence which supported the theory of spin-orbit coupling in the nuclei of atoms. In 1963 she received the Nobel Prize for her work.
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